
SOMERSET COUNTY CHESS ASSOCIATON
Minutes of 120th Annual General Meeting, 1strd June 2015
1 Initial matters.
Attendees: M R Baker, G T Berryman, M Cooper, B Edgell (President), J Fewkes,  G Jepps, R D Knight, C McKinley, J Parsons, N Senior,  M Townsend,  G Udell, and M Worrall (13 members). There was one other attendee who did not sign the attendees’ list.  Apologies for absence were received from A Bamford, R Fenton, D Gough and A Ransom.

The minutes of the 119th meeting were accepted and then countersigned by the President.
Matters Arising. Chris Strong, the current organiser for the Somerset Primary Schools Chess Association, had said he would be willing to serve as SCCA Junior Secretary.
2   Announcement of trophy winners

	Competition
	May 2012
	May 2013
	May 2014
	May 2015

	Somerset Cup
	Taunton
	Taunton
	Taunton
	*Weston-s-Mare

	Div 1
	Taunton
	Taunton
	Taunton
	*Glastonbury

	Div 2 East
	Frome
	Trowbridge
	Trowbridge
	Trowbridge

	Div 2 West
	Yeovil
	Yeovil
	Sedgemoor
	Weston-s-Mare

	Div 3 East
	Frome
	Bath 
	Bath
	Norton-Radstock

	Div 3 West
	Glastonbury
	Glastonbury
	Weston-s-Mare
	*Weston-s-Mare

	*Denotes that the trophy was presented at the meeting


3   Treasurer’s report. 
	
	2012/13
	2013/14
	2014/15

	Receipts
	
	
	

	Affiliation fees
	141.50
	112.50
	133.50

	Frome share of website charges
	34.72
	21.53
	35.92

	Bank interest
	0.51
	0.83
	0.98

	County chess surplus excluding WECU Fees
	113.00
	25.00
	37.00

	Donation
	0.00
	25.00
	0.00

	“pay to play fees”
	0.00
	70.00
	90.00

	Total receipts
	289.73
	254.86
	297.40

	Payments
	
	
	

	Website fees
	69.44
	43.06
	71.84

	SCCA affiliation to WECU
	69.00
	55.00
	55.00

	ECF Yearbook
	0.00
	36.00
	0.00

	Secretary’s expenses
	0.00
	5.80
	0.00

	Engraving 
	0.00
	12.50
	8.50

	“pay to play” fees
	0.00
	70.00
	90.00

	Total payments
	138.44
	222.36
	225.34

	Surplus
	151.29
	32.50
	72.06

	End of year balance
	2415.80
	2448.30
	2520.36


2015/16. Fees will nor be changed from last year and will remain as £7.00 for the first team in Divisions 1 and 2, £4.50 for each additional team and £3.50 for a team in division 3.  SCCA league games will be graded under the ECF Membership scheme.  All players playing graded games are encouraged to become Direct Members of the ECF and games of DMs will be graded free of charge. There will be a “pay to play” fee of £2.50 per result for players who are not ECF members.

4   Other reports. The following officers reported to the meeting.

4.1   Match Captain reported as follows:
	Div 1
	2013
	2014
	2015

	Cornwall
	W 9-3
	D 8-8
	W 11-5

	Devon
	W 9-7
	W 10½-5½
	W 10-6

	Glos
	W 11-5
	W  13-3
	W 10-6

	Hants
	D 8-8
	W 8½-6½
	W 12-4

	Position 
	1
	1
	1


	Div 2
	2013
	2014
	2015

	Cornwall
	
	
	W 8-3

	Devon
	L  4½-7½
	L 4-8
	L 5½-6½

	Dorset
	W 10½-5½
	W 12½-3½
	Not played

	Hants
	L 3½-8½
	W 3½-2½
	Not played

	Position
	2=
	2
	2


	ECF Minor Counties

	2014 QF
	Suffolk L 7½-8½

	2015 QF
	Cambridge W 8½-7½

	2015 Essex SF
	To be played


4.2   The League Secretaries
Division1: Glastonbury 8, Frome 7, Yeovil 5, Taunton 4.
Division 2 East:. Trowbridge 9, Frome 6, Norton Radstock 3.

Division 2 West: Weston-s-Mare 18, Yeovil 15, Chard 13, Glastonbury 13, Taunton 12. Sedgemoor 8, Wellington 5. 
Division 3 East: Frome 9, N/Radstock 6, Bath 6, and Trowbridge 3. 
Division 3 West: .Weston-s-Mare 15, Taunton Knights 13, Sedgemoor 12, Glastonbury 11, and Taunton Bishops 9. 
4.3   CC Match Captain. So far we have scored 9½/15. Details are J Rudd 0/2, M Richardt 2/2, B Edgell ½/2, B Gosling 2/2, D Freeman 1/2, J Fewkes 2/2, I Stringer 2/2, and M Baker 0/1
4.4   Tournament Secretary. A detailed written report of 26th Frome Congress held May 15-17 was circulated. The Somerset trophies were won as follows:-
	Tournament
	2014
	2015

	Total number of entries
	145
	153

	Denys Bonner Trophy (Open)  
	Barry Morris
	Matthew Turner

	Leon York Memorial (Major)
	Tim Woodward
	Andrew Gregory

	Roy Hossell (Intermediate)
	Thomas Cooper
	Chris Snook-Lumb

	Cyril Chapman (Minor)
	Ivan Stringer
	Ivan Stringer

	Jean Mackereth
	Martin Maber
	Eva Goldie


4.5 Results Secretary: -Printed copies of a detailed report were given to those present at the meeting. Contact the secretary if you would like a copy sent to you by email. 

[1] Clubs are reminded that they can make use of the “Report” data in Score Checker to check whether they have players who have played more than six games, but who are not yet members of the ECF.

[2] The Secretary writes “I am willing to stand again but it would be better if someone else took the role. This is because I have two other roles and it is not good practice for one individual to do too much. The end-of-season grading activity also clashes with the Frome congress. If someone else could take on the role, I would be willing to work with them for the first year so that there is a smooth hand-over.”
4.6   ECF Report 2015. ECF membership fees for adults next season will be Bronze £15, Silver £22, and Gold £32. The game fee for non-members will be £2.50 per game.
My report is short, but full reports from the 2 ECF meetings I attended this season can be accessed here: http://www.somersetchess.org/141114%20ECF%20AGM%20Oct%202014.doc and http://www.somersetchess.org/150418%20ECF%20Finance%20Council%20Meeting%20Report.doc 
4.7   WECU Executive Delegate: THE WECU Jamboree will be held on 27 September. Dates for the County matches (chosen but possibly subject to alteration)  are Nov 28 Hampshire,  Jan 9 Glos,  Feb 6 Devon, and  Mar 5 Cornwall. Other information is available on the ChessDevon website.
5 Other issues. 
Eligibility for Somerset Cup matches. The following rule was proposed in an attempt to clarify the situation concerning the eligibility for an individual to play in the Somerset Cup. It was agreed 10-0 with 4 abstentions.

“A player is eligible to play for any club in the Somerset Cup competition provided either [1] in the current season he has been a member of the club concerned for a minimum of 28 days prior to the date of the match, or, [2] he has been a member of the club concerned in a season prior to the current season. A member is a player who has paid his club fee for the season in question.”  

Team size. If a team in Division 2 wishes to play only 4 (or 5) members on a regular basis the normal practice would be for it to announce this at the beginning of the season and stick with their choice. 
Use of January grades. In spite of the problems that can arise the meeting agreed to continue with the policy of using July grades  to determine eligibility to play in a team for a whole season and January grades for determining team order in matches played after January.

6   Election of Officers
President B Edgell.
Vice-presidents: A Bamford, C F Barratt, G T Berryman, B J Francis, R W Gregory, G N Jepps, R Maishman, C Winch.

Secretary: J E Fewkes.
Treasurer: C McKinley.
League Secretary East: G Udell.
League Secretary West: R Fenton.
Match Captain: R D Knight.
Correspondence Match Captain: J E Fewkes.
Senior Tournament Secretary: G N Jepps.
Junior Organiser: C Strong.
Results Officer:  G N Jepps.
ECF Delegate: B Edgell.
WECU Executive Delegate: B Edgell.
WECU Council Delegate: G N Jepps.
Committee Member: R Carver.
Note: J Fewkes will continue to serve as secretary until a replacement comes forward. But he will not carry on after next year’s AGM
7   Appointments

Accounts Examiner: N Senior
Arbiters: N Belinfante, G N Jepps, A T Mordue and J Rudd, 

8   Final Matters

Any Other business .None.
Next AGM. The 2016 AGM will be held at The Street Inna at 7.30 pm on Monday 6th June. Items for inclusion in the formal agenda should reach the secretary no later than 30th April, 2016.
Proposed change of rule 6. Ben Edgell has been our President since June 2012. He would be willing, if elected, to serve after June 2016 but for this to be constitutionally possible it will be necessary to change sentence 2 of paragraph 6 of the 1985 Association Rules. The proposal is that the 2016 AGM will be given the opportunity to delete the sentence “The period of office of the president shall not exceed four consecutive years”. Rule 12 stipulates that the revision can only be made at an AGM.
Closure. The meeting closed at 8.45 pm.
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